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Introduction
I am truly delighted to be able to write my first report on my experiences in London, as a student lucky to receive financial support from the Europe-Korea Foundation. Even at this very moment as I write, I see the movements of LSE students around me, busily exploring the academics of their fields, in the world’s largest social science library. With the excitement of being able to study here equally as a full-time masters student, I shall briefly introduce the school and the impressions I have received here.
The School…
The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) is located in the heart of London, one of the most thriving and exciting cities in the world. Founded in 1895 by Beatrice and Sidney Webb, the LSE has had thirteen Nobel Prize winners in economics, literature and peace as staff or alumni: George Bernard Shaw (1925), Ralph Bunche (1950), Bertrand Russell (1950), Philip Noel-Baker (1959), Sir John Hicks (1972), Friedrich von Hayek (1974), James Meade (1977), Arthur Lewis (1979), Merton Miller (1990), Ronald Coase (1991), Amartya Sen (1998), Robert Mundell (1999) and George Akerlof (2001).

LSE is known for its excellence in teaching and research across the full range of the social, political and economic sciences. 
The People…
From my very first day here, I have been surrounded by kind people, always more than willing to help and share their knowledge. The faculty and students are passionate and enthusiastic, and I have been happy to be placed in such a warm environment that gives me endless support to explore my research interests. 

Also, I am proud to dare say that LSE is the most international school in the world. When I first arrived, I was surprised to find that students of the LSE come from 130 countries around the world: 34 per cent from the UK, 18 per cent from other European Union countries and 48 per cent from other countries around the world. Meeting people from different environments and cultural backgrounds is always an interesting and exciting thing for me. It is not only from the lectures but from discussions with my fellow students that I learn in depth about my topics of study, by sharing diverse perspectives and opinions. 

With a truly cosmopolitan environment and plentiful networking opportunities, LSE also provides the opportunity to work with world-class faculty like Professor David Held, an expert in globalization and its effects on democracy, or Professor John Breuilly in Nationalism – both specifically my fields of interest. 45 per cent of the academic staff are from countries other than the UK, almost half of these from European Union states, the rest from other nations around the world.

The Programme…
The programme of Global Politics is based in the Department of Government, but the teaching is interdisciplinary and carried out by many departments together - Government, International Relations, the Development Studies Institute, and the European Institute. It is an interdisciplinary programme on globalization, global governance and global politics. 
The programme was initiated by Professor David Held, who also leads the core course for all students in the program, “From Empire to Globalization.” This course provides a historical and comparative account of changing forms of world order in the modern period. I have found it not only interesting but also inspiring as well – while the reading lists are quite extensive and the debates are demanding, the contents are helpful and the professors encourage the students to voice their opinions based on critical analysis of the articles.
Each student is assigned to an academic supervisor who helps you choose courses that best develop your field of interest and also advises your dissertation at the end of the year. My supervisor, Dr. Denisa Kostovicova, has been very kind and encouraging and has helped me immensely already.
…And Me
Today I listened to a special lecture given by the famous Anthony Giddens, great scholar of globalization and the role of Europe in the new international community and also the former president of LSE. Such inspiring opportunities, I expect, are more to come. 

My wish is to be active in inter and nongovernmental organisations concerning East Asia in the world, while at the same time take part in the academia of the field. With my blend of the East and the West, and aspiration to deepen my knowledge in the global matters that have fascinated me for a long time, my motivation is clear, I have passion and potential. And I am certain that my year at LSE will provide a small but large, sturdy and promising steppingstone towards this future dream of mine. 
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