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Finding out Oxford 
University of Oxford was founded in the 13 century as the first English speaking university, higher educational institution so to speak, which comprises of over 40 colleges where students are affiliated as members.  Many people including myself were not sure of what the college in Oxford was like as the term frequently is used as a department or group of institutes.  As I became a member at a college named Green, I was supervised by a senior member of the college and I had to seek accommodation firstly through the college.  It was very unfamiliar for me to find each department located at different address and sites as if they were scattered all over in the town of Oxford.  
Dphil program which I am in is normally 3-4years course. First year course is called the PRS which a student takes courses, writes research outlines and proposal. At the end of the first year, generally a PRS student has to go through an exam in order to transfer to a next status, Dphil student. I was a PRS last year for preparing a transfer.

As a research student, I began my research work but did not take any mandatory lectures as it is not a compulsory route for doctoral students to be graded.  However, many Oxford students were actively participating in the seminars and workshops.  What surprised me even more was how close European countries were from each other.  They freely moved around the continent to study, join conferences, participate in workshops and attend lectures.  To me they seemed to be raised in environments where diversity and mobility were the promoted through exchange programs.  People from all over Europe were there as students.  But these days, students from other continents were actively joining Oxford.  A friend at my college is from South Africa, Timothy, he is a doctoral student at the Sociology department and he made many of students I know jealous because he has passed his certification exam as the first ever at the department and flew to Africa to do a field work.  He is concentrating on the group interaction of diamond miners in South Africa.  Other is Charles, who is now in Zimbabwe to find out prevailing violence in that country.  He really worked hard last year to spend about three months in the field to interview farmers and workers in Zimbabwe where he is eave tapped by the local government.  However, I was surprised by his passion and courage to do a study there.

 I found quite a large number of Chinese students at different majors pursuing higher degrees.  My young friend Boya who already hold an attorney license is pursuing a doctoral degree at my department.  He is interested in Chinese politics at my department of Social Policy and Work, there are five doctoral students all working on social problems in Korea.   

After finding out what the University of Oxford is like inside out, I rather comfortably checked out life in the town of Oxfordshire.  It is, to my impression, a peaceful, and sometimes too peacefully quiet for youngsters to live in Oxford.  No drinks pub after midnight, no trendy restaurants and no up to date electrical shops where big city dwellers can find home.  However, it is a place where you can have a small home party with close friends with reasonable food from the local supermarket and share a bottle of red wine to cheer each other on weekends.

My Challenges and Goals

On 7th of December Winter’s virtually upon us.  The long winter nights are getting colder and colder and darker and darker again.  It is getting depressing and drizzly.  I can feel the low air pressure pushing me down so hard to get up every morning.  It is again the typical weary day of a research student.  But now it is less stressful for me as I have passed the transfer PRS (Probation Research Student) to DPhil status in Oxford.  The very first official exam that I have to, every doctoral student has to go through.  It is a certification of upgrading from doctoral apprenticeship to doctoral candidacy.

As I look back my first year at the University of Oxford, on the way to the exam venue, I could not help but wonder how it has been challenging and overwhelming in many aspects.  My English in the beginning of my study was not that impressive to many people.  I was too shy to start any conversation because trip to UK was my very first time ever to go abroad.  Furthermore, I was not familiar with talking to foreigners in English not to mention in the English classroom when I was in high school and in college.  I, therefore, for some time around suffered from lack of language confidence as well as the sense of being at the one of the world’s renowned university.  Thinking in English and describing my feelings in English set my stomach flip every time for quite a long time.

What made me even more anxious was that my knowledge of classroom English was very different from the real Brit English words.  This language-culture shock further made me daunt.  Moreover, whenever I bought a newspaper, namely, the Guardian and the Independent, I have noticed that the British English uses a tone very different from American published papers.  The Times used, to my impression, more simpler English which can be characterize as using limited number of words for every article whereas UK papers alternatively switched synonyms to convey more robust meanings.  That’s what I thought to be the strength of the British journalism that I try almost every day to read and transcribe word for word to learn useful expressions.  
My attempt to pursue a higher degree at Oxford seemed to work as time went on.  The first two terms at the university were adaptation to new environment and making new friends.  
 However it seemed reckless at first, I originally had a dream of working at an international organization.  This life goal has strengthened and brought me all the way through these difficult times as a student in the UK.  
Achievements

 Then came the memory of my research schedule from the very beginning.  My research is on labour market achievement of migrant groups living in Korea which is to be seen in the light of social policy.  The idea of social policy study was from migrant family that I was interviewing when I worked as an assistant researcher a couple of years ago.  They were literally suffering from poverty state that no one can understand without being actually in their shoes.  I indirectly felt their pain as I made up my mind to become action planner who can realistically help those who are desperately in need.  From then on, I launched my research project as a social policymaker.  To boost up my research incentive, I was chosen as a scholarship winner for HSBC for the full academic terms.  This was the pure encouragement for me to feel more confident about myself and my study.  
After the two and a half hour long exam interview later, I realized that one of my goals in the UK has been accomplished.  Of course there still are many more to come and I will be on the verge of extreme stress and hardship.  However, I think I am on the right track and am confident that I can be proud of myself enough to become a member of an academic society.

What is even better is that nowadays I am feel more comfortable and less burdensome using English on a daily basis.   I now mingle more with native friends and colleagues at the department, attend seminars and participate actively and able to present myself at a conference convened by the UNESCO in the autumn last year which in the coming years will be published.   And I know that this impressive progress in English has brought me a step closer to my goal as an expert at an international organization.  
Finally, I really found and grateful to EKF Scholarship as it has provided me with opportunities to gain confidence and bring me close to my goals while at the same time adapting myself to English society.  
