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About Tilburg

Tilburg with its 200,000 inhabitants is the sixth biggest town in the Netherlands. This city is located in the southern part of the Netherlands and the centre of the province of North Brabant, and it is close to the Belgian border. Historically, the name of Tilburg was first mentioned in an old manuscript dating from 709 A.D., though there is no historic centre. Until half way through the 20th century Tilburg was a flourishing textile town. With the decline of the textile industry throughout the Netherlands, in the nineteen-sixties, the city lost this economic support. A positive effect of this was that Tilburg, with a number of empty sites throughout the city, had the room to build new housing estates at a time when most towns could only expand by moving outwards from their boundaries. Building within the old town is still in progress and this has resulted in the appearance of many architecturally interesting housing- and working areas within the town. It gives Tilburg a modern image relative to other Dutch cities. 
About Tilburg University
Tilburg University is a compact institution for higher education, specialized in human and social sciences. The university is well known for its high standards in education and scientific research as well as its good support facilities. Especially, the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, which is the program I am currently attending, ranks the number 1 in Europe according to the Journal of the European Economic Association. They report that Tilburg is still the best outside the USA. In nationwide yearly rankings Tilburg University takes a top-position already for many years. The compact campus layout offers ample opportunity to meet faculty and students all day. Out of student population of over 10,000, 5% are international long and short-term students.
My Life at Tilburg University
My life at Tilburg University started with a welcome week organized by the university. During the period, I met my colleagues and professors of the economics department. We introduced ourselves to each other and tried to get close, but we all, except for Europeans, were somewhat afraid for an entirely different environment, I guess. Especially, the first several weeks were really tough for me because I was the only Korean. There had been no regular students or residents from Korea. No Korean friend could help me, so I should ask others about everything, such as food, train, house, and so on. It seemed that I became a baby. Furthermore, since I had no experience to live abroad, it was absolutely difficult for me to adapt to my life in Holland. What about now? Fortunately, for several months my hunch was growing, so I could feel comfortable to stay here.
For the fall semester, I took six courses, including Microeconomics, Game Theory, etc. It was more than required, but many courses were so attractive that I could not help choosing to do though knowing well that it would be hard work to get through them. Some courses were given by renowned professors whom, in Korea, I could only have met through textbooks or journals, and I tried not to miss even one word of them. I truly enjoyed studying and the while felt like growing as a scholar, though still an immature one. Occasionally I was happy to find my own academic progress, and all the time I deeply appreciated that financial support of EKF, which allowed me to have such a great opportunity. 
My achievement in the fall semester was, luckily, fine. In the exams of some core courses I got the highest mark among my colleagues. One funny thing was that after the announcement of the results of the exams some of my colleagues began to treat me differently; it was likely that they had believed that I was an idiot. Actually, it was not surprising because I was ‘perfectly’ silent during lectures and could not verbally express my opinion well. Now, they sometimes ask me how to solve problems in homework. Happily, I am no more an idiot to them due to the exams, although I still have difficulty in orally delivering my idea. To date, speaking remains my troublesome issue.
In addition to study, I’d like to say about my most fascinating experience in Holland: a museum. As we may know, there are a lot of museums in the Netherlands. So, every time I was free, I visited museums in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and den Haag. Actually, the original reason I chose to visit a museum for my spare time was that it was the cheapest leisure activity to require no planning. To tell the truth, I never enjoyed going to the museum in Korea. However, it did not take a long time to learn that visiting a museum is a really fabulous experience. I do not mean that the facility of Dutch museums is better than Korean ones. Rather, you may be disappointed with the appearance of Dutch museums and so was I. But, Dutch museums seem to know how to provide visitors with the opportunity to for themselves appreciate a piece of work. From my point of view, Dutch systems, which is quietly different from Koreans’, comes from their long historical experiences over several hundreds years. It will be easy to resemble the façade of museums, and there are already a number of big museums in Korea. However, we have not learned their implicit knowledge about managing museums. Again, I become aware that the software is one thing and the hardware is another thing. I hope that we will get our own system to be suitable to Koreans soon. 
In fact, despite such joyful experiences I sometimes considered seriously getting back to Korea during the past six months because of loneliness. But, one of the factors to make me stay here up to now was the realization that I must not disappoint the Europe-Korea Foundation. The EKF gave me the mental support as well as financial one. Once again, I’d like to give thanks to the EKF.
Surely, I will do my best for the rest of this year, and my show will keep going on. 
